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Tothe REVEREND 


Mr. STEvEnN LioBs. 


Dear Brother, 


- Your eyes ; and Ihaving ſeen the Body ſhe left 
behind, laid to Reſt in its bed of Duſt, was 
en by you put upon this laſt Office of Love, in Preaching 


t being that very Evening ſeized by, and for ſome time 
mtinued under a Sharp Diſtemper, I could not Study a 
ew Sermon, but was forced to entertain you with one 1 
þ:d Preached in mine own Congregation, but a little before, 
on the Death of a Young Gentlewoman, Mrs. Suſan 
atchman ; the Text put into my hand, as what im 
er Health ſhe bad choſen, for that purpoſe : Well ; it 
aving been Preached, you earneſtly defir'd the Publiſhing 
it, and would needs have it from the Pulpit ſent to the 
reſs ; thereupon it ts done ; and 1 have enough, ſo it ds. 
uch good. I heartily ſympathized with you; for indeed T 
Ve you ; the good Lord ſanfifie the Affliftion, and ſweeten 
Þ, and make it up to you. 1 ſaid nothing in her ( ommendatio 
| on 3 


0 D having. made a great Breach upon you,, 
by taking away her who was the my z 


) your People on that occaſion ; nor did I draw back ;; 


SO Aeon af 2 es as - 
om 


on ; while many do net deſerrve it ſhe did not need it. Her 
works praiſe her,” fo do you,and the Tongnes of them that W 
knew her., 1 deſire that he who can, would fill up herf 
room , comfort your heart, belp you in your work , and 
proſper it ; «nd having been your God, be the God of your 
Seed,that thoſe young Branches may flouriſhin his Courts, 
and bring forth much precious Fruit m their Seaſon. 1 
learve you where, 1 hope, 1 found you, under the healing 
wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, which are able to 
cure alt Wounds, and'to ſupply all Wants ; and. ſo remain,” 
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PRHRILCIE hi 


Illam in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a defire to 
depart and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. 
f7 


WAV L being a Priſoner at Rowe, where that Mon» 
Padg ter of men Nero ate inthe Throne, fent by Ep» 
EC phrodeto this Epiſtle to the Saints at Phipps, with 
the Bilhops and Deacons, among other Reaſons, 
>, to prevent their being offended at his __— 
"2 wiuck had fallen out to the furtherance of the 
Wor Goſpel; his Bonds being famous in Ceſar 
(ih Court and other Places, which gave people occa- 
ſion of enquiring ints the reaſon of them, by which meaiis they 
came to underſtand ſomething of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Religion. 
Beſides many of the Brethren were by his Conrage and Conftaney 
encouraged to preach the word with greater -boldneſs than before. 
Some indeed preached Chriſt our of Envy to him, that they might 
leſſen his Intereſt and Eſteem, and advance their own ; Bur others 
did it out of a ſincere and holy purpoſe, to enlarge the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, ad to maintain and confirm what Pawl had delivered for 
which he alſo now ſuffered, knowing he was ſet for the defence of 
the Goſpel : Aud he comforted himſelf with ſuch things as theſe: 
I- 3] That however, te work was carried on, and the Name of Chriſt was 
as 2 Precious Oin'ment poured forth, and as for himſelf, his afflifti- 
ons ſhould contribute to his Salvation,through the help of their pray- 
ers, and freſh ſupplies of Grace from the divine Spirit, truſting ac- 
B cording |: 


. Pleaſe to peruſe the 534 Palm, from the 1f to the end of the 14h 
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cording to his former Hope and ExpeQtation, that he bimſelf ſhor 
not tnrough any Terror be aſhamed to own and ſtand to what he ha 
preached ; and that Chriſt ſhould be magnified in his Body ; whetheſſ| 1. * 
It «cre by L fe or by Death; of which two, which to chuſe he kneel 2. 
not, but was in a ſtrait about it, as he ſaith in the Text before yy 
Where) | ſhall tk notice of, and offer to your Conſideration, thre 
things ; and having with convenient brevity ſpoken to them, I ſh; 
ay you with ſome DoQtrinal Cuncluſions, and ſhut up this Diſ 
courle. 


—_ 


1, Here is Pauls Jidgment. 
2, His D. fire. is f| 
3. The Strait in which yet he was. * 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider bis Judgment, which we have reaſon to cour 
folid, and worthy of ſo emineat an Apoſtle. The Obje&# about which 
it was exerciſed, is the, Futare State of Believers, which they 
enter into, when their Places here ſhall know them no more. 
for their preſent State, that condition in which they are, during thei 
abode here, he had given his thaughts concerning it, elſewhere 
namely, x Cor. 15. 19. if in thu life only we bave hope in Chriſt, we 
of all men moſt miſerable. We might very well paſs-1n the world for; 
company of Fools and Madmen, ſhould we keep under our bodies 
wedo, and deny our ſelye: the free uſe of thoſe outward Comfort 
which: others do aboundin ; and expoſe our ſelves to ſa much 
tempt and Scorn, ſo great Hatred and Reproach, ſo many Loſe, 
Croſles, Sufferings and Perſecutions, if we had nct a firm and well» 
grounded Aſſurance of ſomething, yea, enough in another world, 
to make us an abundant amends and recompence for all tne troublesſai 
and vexations of this, So that he there readily yields, That as to 
preſent Temporal Enjoyments, the condicion of Wicked Men is of 
the two, more deſirable ; which hath been a great and fore Tempta- 
tion to ſome Gracious and Holy Perſons; as you may ſee, if you 


verſe, But in the Text before us, he ſpeaks of a Faure State, into Mme 
which the Saints ſhall enter, when they take their flight, and mount 
up.with wings as Eagles, unto that delightful Place which God hath 
prepared for their Eternal, bode. And he gives us his Judgment of 

' this State, as to Two Things. FM 


ſh 
he 
hethe 
kr 
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1, The Nature of it, - 
2, The excellency of it. And both theſe are worthy of our moſt 
ſerious and frequently-repeated thovghts. 


1. The Apoſtle tells us what that Srare will be as to the Nature of 
, of which he doth indeed ſpeak very briefly, but very fully. From 


phat he ſaith, I may with higheſt confidence conclude, That it is ſuch 


State as now deſerves to be the Object of the Saints Deſire; and 
hen they are once entred into it, it will be eternally their Delighe. 
is ſuch a ſtate as now they may well long for, and hereafter they 


annot but be ſatisfied with. Such a State, as that the Faith and Aſſy- 


ance of it, may and doth work in them Joy unſpeakable and full of 
lory, Then raiſe your Thoughts and Conceptions to the higheſt 
itch that you can, and inlarge them to the utmoſt, and tell us, if you 
In, what the enjoyment of it will do ! But if you ask, What is that 
e? He tells you, Itis « being with Chriſt : And that is Heaven in 
pitome. Canſt thou, O Gracious Soul, give another fully to under- 
and, how incomparably ſweet it is to have Chriſt here with thee ? 
hea he gives to thee but a look through the Latteſsz when he meets 
tee at an Ordinance; when he affords thee a fhort Viſit and away 
re I am, thou wilt want words ſignificant and large enough. And if 
þ ſhort an enjoyment be ſo delicious, as all the world is nothing to 


1-8, what then will it be for thee to be with him ? If David could lay, 


ſal. 23. Though Iwalk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 will fear 
evil, for thou art wth me ; Thou mayeſt well promiſe thy ſelf thou 
ialt want no good, when thou comeſt to be with him. "Know, O 
Lint, the- world will be well mended with thee : For as you have it 
the 16th Pſalm, Ir his preſence there 5s fulneſs of joy \, and at his right 
” pleaſures for evermore. Three things may here well engage our 
1C itations, 


Firſt, The Saints, when once gone from this dirty and trouble- 
dme World, -ſhall be with Chriſt ;» the ſame place. Now they arein 
dre ſenſe parted and at a diſtance, notwithſtanding that Spiritual, 

yſtical, and Intimate Union which is between them. 2 Cor. 5, 6. 

tle we are at home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. Now we 

him 0t: Weare upon earth; he is in Hcaven; and the Heavens 


Wuſt. contain. him for a time, how long we know not ; but at laſt 


ley (hall be together in the ſame place. One Earth could not long 
B 2 hold 


OTITIS 
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hold them 5 therefore h- ſaid to his Diſciples, Fobn 16. 7. It ie 
dient for you that I go away : And 1o it was, that he mignt prepare 
place toi Liiem 3 and that he might fend the Comforter to then 
and that he might make Lnterceſlion for them, As for his peoples ſa 
he came from Heaven to Earth, toteach them, to fighc for th.m, to d 
for them, ro c0::quer their Enemies, © pay their Dcbts, to inak 
theit P-ace, to work for them an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and 
purchaſe for them an Everlaſting Happineſs yz fo tor their ſakes be 
turned from Earth to Heaven, that he wighc - keep the peace he 
made, and give out to them of his fulacts, and purchaſed bleſſing 
as in his lofinite Wiſdom he ſee« their Neccflicies and Incereſt requi 
And when their work is finiſhed, and they prepared, they ſhal) folk 
him ; they ſhall away to Heaven alſo, and that ſhall hold both hifi 
and them to all Eternity: This be gave them the aſſurance of, Fob. 14. 
1 will come again, and Yecerue you tomy ſelf, that where I am. there ye 
be alſo. This he alſo declared to his Father to be his Will concerai 
them, Jobn 17. 24+. Father, will that they alſo nhaws thou haſt piven 
be with me where Iam ; for thou lousdſt me before the founda 
of the world: Which words of his plaialy evidence his not loving 
diſtance between him and them, longer than needs, and how mut 
his heart is ſet for the cloſeſt and fulleſt Communion : Ir was his'jc 
that he went to the Father, and ſhould. be with the Father, and | 
would have his people with him, q. d. 1 would: be with thee, and 
would have them with me; let us be all together s then my joy i 
be full, and fo will theirs teo, Here the Lord ſtands at their r5 
hand, therefore they ſhall never be moved, Pſalm 16. 8. And af 
Death they ſhall þ+ at bis right bend, and therefore they thall be ſat 
fied: Thea they ſhall be by him, and be daily his deligi:ry rejoici 
always before him, ; | 
2aly, They (hall ſo, be with him, as to be the joyful ſpeitators of his 
ry, Men are very much taken with ſights, for the Eye affets the hear 
and fixing upon great and amiable Objects conveys to the Soul a gre 
deal of pleaſuje. How doth the Eye of Faith by touking within thi 
Veil, and beholding him that is. inviſible, revive the Picits, a 
raife the Saint qut of his dumps, x Peter 1. 3. Whom baving not ſi 
ye love; iu whom tho now ye ſec him not, yet beliving ye rejoyce with jo 
unſpeakable, and full of glery. Aud if believing do io raiſe aud 1avill 
them now in the midit of fo many things to afflit and depreſs them 
what will the heavenly viſion dog when they ſhall tee: bim as he is. 
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alas ? the ſights of Faith here, are weak aud impertect, they are þ 0 
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#ewfin a glaſs darkly, we ſce but the back parts; the moſt fanCtified 
epareſſc can at preſent bear no more, Thou canft not ſee my f.ce, laid 
thenf#d to Meſes, Exod. 33. 20. that is not a thing to be done. Moſes 
es ſakſuld not do that, tha he was a molt holy Perſon, and had been 
to dilfen up into a familiar Converſe with God, When our Lord Jelus 
o inal his ſtate of Humiliation and Abaſement, did ler forth bur one 
and Mam of his Glory, it ſtruck the Soldiers down to the ground, 
s be bn 13. 6. As ſoon as be had ſaid unto them, 1 aw be, they went backs 
he d, and fell to the ground; they could not ſtand before ſuch an 
eflinoMnanation; but in Heaven the Saints-ſhall Tee, and be enabled to 
Mar tl'e ſipht, yea,, to rejoyce init; the glorified Eye ſhall be fo 
engthened, as to fix upon that moſt glorious Obje&, Plalm 17. 
tb Lal behold thy face in righteouſneſs; not thy back Parts, but thy 
ce; there they fall ſee him as he is. That Prayer of Mvſes, 
w. we thy plory, (ball then be fulfilled; they ſhall not only 
ernioh® 64s Goodneſs that paſſeth before them now, the whole Extth is 
of it z but” alſo they. ſhall ſee bus Glory, that ſhall be manifeſted, 
dar co the dazzling bor delighting of tiieir Eye: This was part of 
vinoMriſt's, Will, which ſhall nog fail cf ics accompliſhment, Fobn 157. 
; muWher, 1 will that choſe whom thus baſt given me, be with me where I am, 
is jolif® they ay behold my glory. which thou, haſt. given me : They love 
look, and I love they ſhould do fo, therefore let them look 

Meir fill. 
y will 7 #w4ly, The Saints ſhall be with Chriſt, not only as SpeRators of 
Glory, but «s Bleſſed ſharers and comportioners with him in Glory. 
\ ar ough much of their Happineſs conſiſt im ſight , the Heavenly Vili- 
ſari being beatifical, yet that is not the whole of it; for there ſhall be 
ici vition as well as Viſion; the ſame God who doth here implant his 
race in them, will hereafter put a Glory upon them, Pſalm, 84. 
Ge Lord God us a ſun and ſhicld, he will give grace and glory, each in the 
near@0lt proper place and ſealon tor it z Grace on Earth, and Glory in 
eaven ; Grace in theic Minority, Glory when they come to their 
Age and Stature. Our Dear Lord Jrſus. was pleaſed to come 
2n&92 Heaven to Earth, aud from the Boſom of tis Father, to a 
| abernacling among men, and while here, he was at vaſt coſt and 
L iWarges as. to purchaſe a People for himſelf, ſo all good for that Peo- 
avi which he doth gradually, impart to them now ;, and when he 
nem Wark them with him in the Manſions above, he will fill their Trea- 
« is) 20d put them ivuto the actualand compleat Poſleſſion of all that 
» bf 29d which he purchaſed for them : He biſelſ is at the Right er 

| Q 
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of the M1jeſty on High, and they ſhall be at his; he overcame 
is ſer down upon his Father's Throne; and when they have « 
come, he will grant to them toſir down upon his Throne, Reve 
He will come at the laſt and great Day in his Glory, and when he 
appear, they [tal appear with him jn glory, Coloſ. 3. It doth not yell 
pear, what we ſhall be 5, tut when he coth appear we ſhall be like him 
we ſhall ſee him asbhe s, 1 Johy: 3. 2+ He ſhall ſhine forth with « 
bright and beautiful Rays as the Erernal Sun, and they as the Fi 
ment and the Stars; yea, their vile Bodies, or Bodies of viler 
ſhall be made like unto Chriſt's moſt Glorious Body, Phzlip. 3. N 
O Saints ! It is the matter of your grief and complaint, that 
have ſo much corruption in you, and ſo little of Chriſt, and that 
are ſo unlike him ; a Conformity to whoſe Image you ought to ſtt 
and were predeſtinated to, Rom. 8. But there you ſh:ll be as like 
as ever you can look, you ſhall be ſatisfied with bis likeneſs,” Plaln 
ſo ſatisfied with it , as not to deſire more 'of it than ſhall ha 
there yourConformity to him ſhall be perfect boch in ence andC 
ry. Thus much concerning Pax/'s Ju'igment of the Future State 
Believers as to the 'Natnre of it, It will be a being with Chriſt. 
Come we now in the ſecond place, to conſider his Judgment 
that State, « to the Goodneſs and Excellency of it, and that you h 
in theſe words, « 5s far better : Ic is better then ; whenſoever a 
ciousand Holy Perſon makes his laſt ahd great change, he make 
good one, he changeth ſo much for the better, that he will never 
any reaſon to repent of it. I pray therefore do you moderate yt 
Sorrow, whom God hath deprived of ſuch Relations, whoſe Got 
neſs you have no cauſe tocall in queſtion z be you ſatisfied as to th 
do not mourn over them: Weep if you pleaſe, for your ſelves 
for your Children, but not for them, becauſe they'do not loſe| 
Dying,they are not at all the worſe for Dyings All things work toget 
for good to them that love God, io Paul tells us, Romans 8. Yea, 
ſpeaks of it as a thing well knowr,andDeath doth 1o work as well as 
thing elſe; it works notably for them,it doth them a great deal of ſe 
vice and kindnefs ; it is good for them that they Dye ; I: 5 expedir 
for them that they go away. You would fain have had your near at 
dear Relations itaid here yet longer, and Lov'd and Liv'd with y 
yet longer: And why ſo? That you might have been pleaſed at 
delighted, that they might have been more helpful and comfortat 
to you: But is that ft? God hath the numbers of our Months with hin 
and he hath appointed us our bounds which we cannot paſs z and - ] 
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od alter his Decrees, and add to thoſe Months, and remove thoſe 
ounds for you ? Muſt the Will of God becroſt for you ? Muſt not 
Icaven be filled for you? Muſt the Happineſs and Perfection of the 
ints be deferr'd and put off for you ? Muſt they ſtand here, after 
iey are fully ripe for Glory, merely chat you might be gratified 
nd humour'd ; or if not done, you break out into diſcontent? Know 
iy Friend, whatever thy davk and melancholick apprehenſions are 
dr the preſent, it is betteras it is; and if thou didſt bett:r under- 
and the mind and will of God in what he hath dpne,thou wouldeſt be 
Wore reconciled to it, wiatever thou doſt think might have been 
e comfortable fruits of thy Relation's longer continuance here ; is 
better as it is, for certain It is better tor her. So our Apoltle 
zought as to himſelf, and ſo he tells us in the Text, to be with 
hriſt is (mAag wary xewwer ) not only better, but far better , 
10 magss melius ) Wuc-. more better. He ſpeaks as if he wanted 
ords, and thought he could notſperk enough; it is much, very 
uch better ;, it is a grear deal better ; or, as oneLearned Man renders 
It is ( 5» finitss partibus mcliue ) infinitely better. But here the 


veſtion wall be. 


8. Than what is it better ? . 
£n. To that I Anſwer thus; Its better than any State that a 


hriſtian can be in on this fide the Grave, and of Heaven : Take it in 
ſe two things. 


1, Being with Chriſt in Heaven, is better than any ſyate here, 
when it is as good as the World can make it. 

2, It is better than the beſt State here, when it is as good as his 
Spiritual and Goſpel Enjoyments can make itz when he hath 
both the Fatneſs of the Exch, and the Dew of Heaven too z 
when he hath both the Comforts of the Creature, and-allo the 


Smiles of God. 


Firft, It is better to be with Chriſt in Heaven, than any Stwte here 
this World, when it is 4s good as Earth can make it, and there is the 
leſt confluence of Creature-delights. Suppoſe a Saint (cated upon 

upper ground, having his Belly filPd with hid Tr-afures, and re- 
{h'd with waters of a full Cup, ſwimming, in ail manner of De- 
phts; the Envy of ſome, and the Admiration of others: Suppoſe 
n poſk ſt of a plentiful Eſtate, and bleſt with ſweet and dear Re- 


ons 3, let him have the Honour of a Crown, with Mines of ny 
and. 
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ang Silver,and every thing bere contributing to his delight : Suppoſe 
him a P:rſon of a moſt even 1 emper of mii'd, and a molt athleti 
ſound, heal hful Couſticution of Bedy , ſo that no uaculy Paſſions de 
tranſport him, 10 Sickneſles diicompaſe him, no Racking and vexinj 
pains diſeaſe him, no unexpected diſappointment of his hopes, nc 
uiikind denial of his deſires do Fret ard Torment him, no cloyds 
all do Obſcure his Day,nor threaten him with a Storm ; but all is we 
within, and all Serene anc Calm round about hiiii, Ina word, 
can with Eſau ſay, 1 have enough, my Brother ;, becauſe he hath Healt 
and Eaſe, Peace and Proſperity, nd 1ndeed more than heart 
wiſh ; yet I ſay, to be witi: Chriſt in Heaven, is better than all this 
for if Moſes did eftcem the reproach of Chrift greater riches than 
treaſures of Egypt, what is tie Glory of Chuilt ? What price at 
eſtimate will you ſet on that? If David reckone« that a Day in the 
his lower and outer Courts, were beccer than a Thouſand elſewihe 
what then 45 it to enjoy an Eternity? A conſtait and uninterruy 
abode for ever-in the Manſions above, the Habicatien of his Holine 
and Glory : Without all peradventure, that is an ignoraut aud drol 
Soul, which once imagines Earthto be better than Heaven; Creatur 
in all their Beauty, comparable to God and Chriſt. 


Secondly , "Iris better to- be:with Chriſt in; Heayen,” than in a "hi 
State to be enjoyed here, [though it be as good! 81: Spiritual and Gift he 
Enjoyments can make it, and if any thing doth make it good inde, ., 


if any thing do render it gratcful and delicious to an Hvly Soul, 
is theſe things; theſe are the beſt and {weeteſt of all his Enjoymen 
theſe the Cream, the Flower and Qiinteſcence; were it not 
ſomething of - theſe, Earth would be an Hell to him, yea and 
would Heaven be:too, Pſalm 73. 25. Whom bave Im Heaven but t 
and there 6s none upon E.irth that 1 vefire beſide thee. Let tie Ark, ( wh 
was the Symbol of God's preſence, and tre place before whict: 1/ 
was to Worſhip) be taken by the Phil:ſtines 3 and the good Wite 
Phinehas thought it was not worth her while to out-live ſo great 
loſs ; but being told that a man-child was botn unto her, ſhe calk 
it chabod, and ſaid, the Glory 88 departed from Iſrael, for the Ark 
God 55 taken, and died pretently. It is the Goſpel, and Commu 
with God in the ways of the Goſpel, that an Hzaven-bora 
doth value a Nation by, and it ſelf by z theſe are the things in whit 
he placeth his chief Joy, and from which heferchcth big: ftropg 
os moſt ſovere'gn Cordials: Tac good man tells ys, Pſabn $4. 
That He had rather be 4 door-kyeper, (or as the Margia hath it, 
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ather to fie at the threſhold) in the houſe of his God, than to dwell in the 


\CKBBems of wickedneſs 3 he had rather chulſe to pick up the Crumbs under 


Chriſt's Table, than to ſit ax the npper endof the Creatures Board, 
hen it-is furniſhed with the choiceſt Dainties : Where is theexperi- 
ced Chriſtian that doth not find himſelf at a loſs for a word, 

rhen he nndertakes to tell others what God hath done for his Soul ? 

ho can expreſs, with how much raviſhing delight, he ſirs under the 
adow of Chyift at an Ordinance, and how ſweet his Food is to his 

Taſte ! How he enjoys himſelf when he is led into the Banquetting- 
onſe; and there hath he the Banner of his Saviour's love ſpread over 

im f How preatly is he raviſhed when thete is Peace ſpoken ro him 

1 a Sermon s that paſſeth not only all expreſſion, bat likewiſe all 

nderſtanding ? How is he rais'd up to the higheſt Admirings and 
aiſes, when Divine Love is ſhed abroad in his Heart by the Holy 
hoſt ; and an intereſt in Chriſt, and the Covenant, is Sealed to him 
a Sacrament ? or when he finds his Sails ( after he had lain for a 
me Becatm'd-or Wind-bound ) filled with a fair or freſh Gale from 

te Spirit , or his Soul inlarged in Daty, ſoasto run the way of the 
ommandments; and in its Holy motions made like unto the Chari- 
s of Anmminadih. When the Spirit of God darts into him Beams 

light z and by them fo irridiates his Graces, that he can ſee them 

d be what indeed they are; and bears ſuch'a plain and full Teſtimo- 
y tohis filial Relation to God), as he thereby is imboldened to go to 
de Throne of Grace, and Cry Abba Father : Then indeed 1s his 
ul ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs; and then he doth with 
riumphs ſing ; The lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, and 1 
we a Goodly heritage : Yet to be with Chriſt is far better than all 
is ; and that upon a Threefold acconng, viz. 


1. ThePurity 


Upon account of, 3 2. The Perfe&tion ; of that State. 
3. The Immutability 


Firſ, The Future State, when the Saints ſhall be with Chriſt in 
eayen, will be a Pwre State, In this life when things are at the beſt 
ere isa mixture; there is no Saint that hath ſo bright a Day, as 

t there is not in it ſomething of a Cloud :- He that is waſhed in 
2 fountain opened fer Sin and for Uncleanneſs, and hath made ir 
ie great part of his buſineſs to cleanſe himſelf from all filthineſs 
dth of Fleth and Spirit ; will ypon - review, find there is ſtill _ 
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-the Sun; here they, are, and while here, they will be bur ast 


| hope of the Babes in Chriſt, the meaneſt and weakeſt Saints ;. yet 


- 
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of waſhing his Feet : He is indeed made light in the Lord, and 
ſhincs before'men}; yet when his Candle burns moſt bright, it ſtar 
in need of ſnuffing : Suppoſe him to be truly Gracious, yea eminet 
ly ſoz there have been upon him plentifal effuſions of the Spirit 
and out of the fulneſs of Chriſt he hath received Grace, yea G 
for G:ace; yet afcer all this, there is in him Corruption as well 
Grace, Droſs as well as Gold, and Fleſh as well as Spirit. 

Apoſtle Pal, as far advanced as he was toward Heaven and Gk 
could not for his heart ſuppreſs his Complaiats and Groans; | 
muſt give himſelf a little eaſe by uttering them, and telling God 
Man, what to his pain and ſorrow he felt within, viz. A Law 
his Members. warring againſt the Law in his Mind ;. which was 
powerful as to be often prevalent, and bring him igto Captivity 
the Law of Sin and Death, which was in his. Members. and he cc 
not chuſe but in a pang ot deſire call and - cry out for deliverance, 
a. poor Gally.Slaye would from; his Chain and Oar, Romans 7. 
O-wretched man. that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of t 
death! They that have the Comelineſs of Chr;ft put upon them, a 
not without ſomething of their own Deformities z and may in tl 
caſe ſay, as the Spouſe did in another, Iam comely and black te 
camely as the Curtains of Solomon, yet black as the Tents of Ked 
And Oh! How do the. thonghts and conſideration: hereof n 
them aſhamed and bluſh tolifr.up their faces towards God : But 
the Future State, they will beclean every. whit, and without Spot, 
Blemiſh, or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.; Then there will be in the 
nothing to.offend God ;, nothing to oftend themſelves; nothing t 
ſhall bea cauſe of diſpleaſure to God, orof grief tothem;, nothi 
that ſhall ſully their beauty, or eclipſe their light z. nothing that (| 
diſturb their pleaſant reſt, or retard their Holy motions : The ln 
bitant ſhall not ſay, I a» Sick, nor ſhall he ſay, I am ſinful ;, He 
neither be Sick,of Love, as-the enamoured Spouſe was, nor Sickof5 
as the humble and broken-hearted Penitent is. It is in that $ 
in which the Church and her Children ſhall be Clear and Glorious 


Moon with heir Spots ; which yet they are not,. as ſome ,. proud 
Secondly, That Future State. in which the Saints ſhall be wi 
Chriſt, is a Perfe& State ; Whatever ſome deluded Souls have : 
do fancy to themſelves in this World, there is no ſuch thing as pe 
fection to be attained to here z. tho that be not aboye the deſire an? 
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« ont of the reach of thetalleſt, and beſt grown, and improved Saints 
while here : It is the mark that they have in their eye and aim, and 
t which they level; but when they have done their beſt, the beſt of 
zem db while here, ſhoot ſhort, they cannot hit it z and while they 
Ire thankful for attainmenrs, they muſt own and acknowledge defeCts 
nd wants : There isa dimneſs in their eyes, and ſo the owledge 
5 imperfect ; there is a weakneſs in their hearts, and fo thei Graces 
Are imperfect; as a child, fo they are perfect as to parts, but not as 
o degrees 5, there is ſomething lacking in their Faith, and in their 
ove, and in every Grace : They are 'progreſlive 'in' their motions, 
voing on an@on every day, and from ftrength to ſtrength, and yet ax 

e end of every day they find that _ have further to go,and there- 
ore had need to gird up the loins of their mind ; growth is the con- 


tant duty and buſineſs of a Chriſtin: That precept, 2 Per. 3. Grow in 
ace, and inthe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, doth 

pblige the Saints as long as they live ; there is none here can ſay, , 
ey are got from under the authority and binding power of that 
ommand ; and therefore none here have arrived at the meaſure of 
ieir ſtarure: You know Pal had got much, he came not behind the 

hicfeſt 'Apoſtles, yer he had not enough, nor was he ſatisfied z and 


hat was his caſ', is alſo the caſe of ail the Saints while on this ſide 
df Heaven ; Yea; and obſerve this, you will find it always true, 
hoſe of them that be the moſt Holy,” are the moſt humble and hun- 
vry; thoſe that haye moſt Knowledg,and moſt of the Spirit,are of all 
dchers leaſt in their own eyes,and furtheſt from dreaming of a preſene 
perfection gs they are moſt free to own it, that they have not already 
ttained, and that they are not already -perfe&t, Philip. 3, 12. But 
hat was their defire here, ſhall be their delight there; and all thaer 
hich they hoped for here, they ſhall enjoy there; cbey ſhall ſee Chriſt 
be 33 clearly, immediately, face to face, as fully as humane Na- 
re is capable of ſeeing him, and there they ſhall be like him, as 
ikehim as they would be ; for a perſeCt Viſion of him will produce 
perfect aſſimilation to him: There it is that God doth fill his Peo- 
ples Treaſures; and becanſe he deals ſo bountifully with them, there 
heir Souls will enjoy a completeneſs of Reſt ; there it is that they 
ill for ever take up, becauſe there is ( 4 ne plus multra ) no further 
hey have to go, no hiabes that they can aſpire, 
Thirdly, The Future State in which the Saints ſhall be with Chriſt, 
Wſhall be for ever wnalterable. Here, alas ! There is very little of a con- 
ſiſtency, the beſt of men are ſubjeCt to viciſſitudes and chapges : D«- 
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ntinual Additions to their kaowledg, tho never any want, yet an 
arging of their Capacities, and at the ſame inſtant a filling of 
cm too, I do not contradict that Notion, nor will I diſpute ir, it 
Wplcaſant, the day will declare it; but whateyer further Additions 
e may be, it is certain, there ſhall be no Diminution,: they ſhall 
1d faſt whac they have. Their Sun ſhall not go one degree back- 
cd, but being come to its Zenith, it ſhall continue; and of that 
owledge, and Happineſs, and Glory, of which they are there 
de partakers, they ſhall loſe none, but be ſo far immoyeable, as 
dWWars in the Houſe of God, ina fixed and permanent Condition. So 
re I given you up my thonghts concerning Paul's Judgment about 
Saints future State in the other World, which is a being with 
riſt, w far better than the beſt Eſtate they are, or can be in, on 
ſide of it. 
e now proceed to conſider the ſecond thing obſervable in the 
xt, that is, the ſtirring or working of his Will and Aﬀections in a 


et Correſpondency with his Judgments and this working of them 


ina way of deſire, Having a deſire to » As when good old 
on had ſeen God's Salvation, and got Chriſt in his Arms, he ſaid, 


, Lard, letteſt thou thy. ſervant ws \y- Pl So did Pawl here, . 


ing looked within the Vail, and ſeen ſomething of that which 

{ had there prepared for them that love him, He had « deſire to 
b From whence, by the way, it will be worth our while to ob» 

e this. | 

hat Pauls Deſires were, and fo ours ſhould be, uuder the com- 

id and condudt of Reaſon: We ſhould be rational in our affetti- 

» and in our actions: He was for that which was better ; the 


FY 


at, and joint Cry of the muny, was, Who will ſhew us any good? © / 


. 4 So that if it be good, let us have it, though it be aninfe- 
good, an unſatisfying good; though it be a fading and tranfito- 
| But a gracious Soul, who hath been taught of God, 


ghs, conſiders, and compares things, and meaſures out his affe. . 


ns. to them, according to that degree of Goodneſs which is ia 
mn. Upon leſs and lower goods, he beſtowetha'ſmaller love, con- 
ling wiſely, That is enough for them, as;much as they deferve ; 


ſo his endeayour is to maintain, and to carry toward them with : 


indifferency. of Spirit, according-to that Command, 1 Cor. -. 

30. 'Let them that have wives, be as though they had none, and thry 

Weep, 41 though they wept not 5, and they that rejoice, oy t 
_ bo Ag 


they that 4s though they not. 
they 


then - 
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ſtowed his Pity, upon theſe only he placed his delight. It is bet 
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they beſtow a greater Love upon a better Good ; and the deare 
Love vpon the beſt and higheſt Good. Itis good to have Commu 
on with the Saints uponearth; and I love that, ſaith David, Pſal. 
O Lord, my goodneſs extendeth not tothee, but to the Saints, thoſe excell 
ones, 11 whom 15 all my delight. He had*a love of Bcnevolence 
others, but a loye of Complacency. for theſe : Upon others he! 


todrawnigh to God, and to have fellowſhip with him in Ording 
ces: And David was more pleaſed with that, Pſal. 27. 4+ One th 
have I deſired of the Lord, that will 1 ſech after, that I may awellin 
bouſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
and to enquire in his Temple. He loved the Habitation of God's He 
and the place where his Honour dwelt; but of all things it is beſt 
be in Heaven : It isbetter to be with him there, . than to be with 
people here ; better to ſee him face to face there, than to ſee hin 
the glaſs of Ordinances here ; and therefore, faith our Apoſt 
have 4 deſireto depart 5, a ſtrong, ardent, and impetuous deſire ; [ 
almoſt long to be gone; were there not one thing in the way, 1 cc 
be impatient of any continuance here, in this dirty world. | 
Having a deſire, es 7? &vraxiou; to depart ; the Original W 
hath divers fignifications, and accordingly is diverfly rendred ; 
it ſignifies to be diſſolved, or reſolved; which is done when thi 
mixed or compounded, are ſeparated and divided into the ſent 
principles or parts of which it did conſiſt. Man is the compo 
madevup of a Spiritual and Terrene part, the Soul and the Body; 
Death theſe two are divided, the Soul and Body are parted the 
from the other. | 
Again; the Word doth ſignifie to depart ; ſo by our Learned Ti 
flators it is rendred in the Text. I have ſo tong had mine abode} 
and trulyto me it ſeems full long enough : I can very willingly 
move to another and better Countrey : 1 am with all my heart ce 
totake my leave of Perſons and Things here: I wait but for 
word of Command, and fo will draw up mine anchor, and | 
from hence, 1 will hoiſe up and ſpread my Sails, and with al poll 
ſpeed make toward another Port, that Haven of Peace and 
which lieth in the uppermoſt Region. 
Once more ; This word ſignifieth to retwrn; arid ſo, as ſom! 
the Learned conceive, Pax! doth here refer to that paſſage of ; 
wnony In Eccleſ. 12. 55. The body returns to duſt, and the ſpirit to God, 
ave *1. If you pleaſe, we will conjoin all theſe, and you may! 


— 


God 
nay | 


© 1 ſubmit, He ſhall diſpoſe of me. This indeed -is unqueſtiona- 
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ke them together. I know there will be a Diſſolution z my Soul and 
dy, which like two loving Friends have lived ſo long together, and 
ken part one with another in Weal and Wo, in Joy and Sorrow, 
iſt one day be parted'z that knot which now moſt ſtriftly holds 
n together, muſt be untied ; and I amnot in the leaſt troubled at 
t Diſſolution, ſince I am fully aſſured, That it will be followed 
h a cloſer Union, and fuller Communion between Chriſt and me. 


then once | have dropt this-mantle of Fleſh, 1 ſhall be taken up to 


Father of Spirits.' - | know that muſt rn; bencez this world 
not my laſt home, nor the place of my conſtant abode, 1am but a 
grim and Stranger here, as all my Fathers werez and I am ready 
be gone, ſo ſoon as the Mcſlenger comes, that ſhall be ſent for me. 
m pleas'd with the thoughts of my Journey, becauſe it is but a de- 
rture from Earth,to Heavens from Friends, to a God ; from poor 
ity aud leaking Ciſterns, to the Fountain of Being, the Spring-. 
ad of Comfort, the Infinite Ocean of all Delights. 1 muſt retwys; 
2s ſent by my great Creator to aft my part in the world ; ahd 
2 that is done, and my time is ſpent, Imuſt go to him,. to give 
account how my time hath been improved, and how my part hath 
n ated. I muſt go from whence ar firſt I came, and 1 am heartily 
I 'of it, for then it will be better with me than it is 
': | care not how ſoon, for: the ſooner the better; for 
veh my body muſt be laid up in a dark and lonely. Grave,. 
| there putrifie and become meat for worms, and be crumbled into 
t, and ſo continre- ( for ought 1 know) hundreds of years; yet 
Spirit, my precious and Immortal Soul, ſhall return to God that 
le it, by whom it ſhall be graciouſly received, and welcom'd, and 
h whom it is b:ſt to be. This was that which he deſired. And here 
onld have you exerciſe your Thoughts and Meditations, upon that 
reſſion of his, 7 deſtre ir 3 and ſhall | offer you mine, which - may 


rd you ſome Light and Aſſiſtance : Let us ſee whettier there be 


ſomething of Greatneſs in it z whether it be not a lofty ſtrain, 


Wh a picch as every man cannot flye; no, norevery Good man. 


Iſo take theſe Three Things with you ; 
1. He doth not ſpeak of a bare Submiſſion in the caſe 3 nor, 
2, Of being only contented to depart : But, 
3. Of a Deſire he had to it. 


| firſt, He doth not ſay, I ſubmit ro the will of God herein, If he 


aſe ts call me away, and will not allow me a longer continuance: 


} 
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'before him. And if you will be unruly, as Bullocks unaccuſtome 
"the yoke, ſinning in your ſorrow, and kicking at the hand 


to yourccolt, tor God doth know how to repeat his blows, and 
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bly our duty, as in all other things, ſo particularly in this. It is 
revealed will of God, that all the living ſhall die, only ſome 
excepted, and choſe that ſhall be alvve when the Lord ſhall deſcend 
Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of an Arthangel, and with the 
of God, ſhall not ſleep but be changed, and caught up into the clo 
meet the Lerd in the air, and ſo they (hall ever be with the Lord. 1 
4.16, I7, Otherwiſe it is appointed for all once to die. This is 
Divine appointment, the ſtanding and unrepealable Law of | 
ven, that all thoſe who inhabit theſe houſes of clay muſt go « 
them, and put off theſe Tabernacles ;, and we muſt ſubmit, we « 
to do it; the will of God (who is the ſupreme Governour and 
flator) is to be the commanding and ruling Law, and thereforet 
muſt be no quarrel nor diſputes, but yielding when death kne 
our doors, and ſummons us : Whatſoeyer agonies and ſtrugling 
in natvre at the time of diſſolation , there- muſt be no rebelli 
ovr wills. And ſuch ought to be the frame and temper of our 
when it is the good pleaſure of God to make breaches in our | 
lies, and to take away from us our deareſt and moſt deſirable | 
tions; a Child out of the arms of its Mother, an afeCtionate 
out of the boſom of her Husband, Though you greatly delight 
their company, and would have been very thankful if the thre 
their lives had been ſpun to a greater length, yet when the 1 
God is made known, and their time is come, you ought to ſtoe 
God: While the Child was ſick, Devid beſought God, faſted, 
lay all night upon the Earth, neither would he eat bread, but 
he heard it was dead, he roſe from the earth, waſhed and anoi 
himſelf, and changed his apparel, went into the houſe of God, 
worſhipped, then to his own houſe, and did eat bread, 2 Sam 
In diſpenſations of this kind|there muſt be no diſcontent, no riſ 
and Swellings of heart, no tearing your ſclves in your anger, no 
ing the reins upon your paſſions, no extravagant expreſſions, r 
ceſlive ſorrows, for even in that there is a ſpice of rebellion ; a 
ſuch a time God in a ſpecial manner hath his eye upon you, and 
very curiouſly obſerve you throughout, not only your outwarc 
portment, words and geſtures, but alſo the inward frame of 
hearts; what order is there, and whether your Souls keep file 


ſmites and wounds you, you may hear of it afterward, and fe 


jogelle B 


It is 
me 
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iply your wounds, and make deeper ones than he hath yet done. 
herefore it is your wiſdom to: ſubmit to God,and hold your peace, 
Aaron did when God deſtroyed bis two Sons with a moſt tremen= 
xs ſtroke in the yery aft of their ſia. This then is your duty, wiſe 
pm and intereſt ; an hymble yielding to God doth nearly concern 
| highly become you. Bug holy Pal did not ſtop here. lr is not a 
e ſubmiſſion that he ſpeaks of, without all peradventure he was 
ie up to this; but then he went beyond it. Nay more, 
Secondly, Pax doth not ſay ſay here, I am contented to depart. It 
truc, he tells us in this very Epiſtle, Phil, 4. 11. That he bad 
ned in whatſoever ſtate he was, therewith to be content, and it muſt 
granted that is a great and excellent Leſſon, and we ſhould all of 
beg of.God that he would teach it us, and be our ſelves ſtudying 
| conning of it. And they are all very happy Men and Women, 
ho have taken it out, as Paw/ hath done, for therein they have 
wed themſelves from thoſe inward Gripes and Convulſions with 
ich others arg tortur'd, and have admirably. provided for a com- 
ble Enjoyment of themſelves, whatever Changes and Afﬀiictions 
ty may meet with in their paſſage-through the World. We ſhould 
pray and labour, that we may be brought to ſuch a paſs, as to 
able to ſay, Here I am, let the Lord do to me, and with me, what 
th good 51 his fight. It he doth not ſee fit to bring my Condition 
to my Spirit, I will make it_my endeayour to bring my Spirit 
wn to my Condition. 1 could indeed be glad to haye a larger 
are in the comforts of the Creatures, that fo I might be the more 
e from thoſe ſolicitous Thoughts and carking Cares that now 
much oppreſs me. I could be glad toenjoy a greater fulneſs,'and 
be placed in an higher Ocb and Sphere of Attivity, that thereby-I 
ght be put into a better capacity of being uſeful and ſerviceable in 
Generations but if my God will have me mean, and low, and 
dor, I am content to be ſo, for he beſt underſtands my Temper, 
i my Diſtempers ; what will be my Advantage, and what.my 
judice ; what Sail I can beſt bear, and what Condition 1 can beſt 
anage,; therefore he ſhall chuſe for me. 1 could be glad to live yet 
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"ger in the World , and fo ſee the good of his choſen, and the *' 


Weace of Jeruſalem, and my Family comfortably provid: d for, and 


y Children all brovght home to God, diſpoſed of in the World, 


id happily ſetled ; but if God will ſhorten my days, and cut alun- - 
er the Thread of my Life, before theſe things be effefed ; if God 


W bave me to dye ſhortly, and ſe-baodg off the purpuſcs of my 


heartz 
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 athisordering. He knoweth what is beſt, and' therefore what 


_ edwith it, is too low, and too little. It would be a diſhonour 


and on which Angels will come to carry my aſpiring Soul into 


For their Wedding-day, than Ido for my Dying-day. Theſe 1 
in the Original do, as Learned Zanchy obſerves, ſignify moret 


- Where my Lord and Saviour is. So 1 have finiſhed the _ ; 
Us . - Ds | O Ie 
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heart, I am content. 1 will live at his ordering, and 1 will dyet 


doth, I will count ſo; whatſoever pleaſeth him, ſhall pleaſe me, 
for no other reaſon, yet for this, Becauſe'it pleaſeth him. But t 
great Man Pal did not take up here neither, For, | 

Thirdly, He ſaith, He had a deſire to depart, or to be difſoly 
What others do fly from, his Soul did work out fo, as a deſirable 
jet. What! barely to ſubmit to a departure, meerly to be conte 


God ; if there were that, and no more, it would be a diſparagem 
to Heaven, and a baſe unworthy .cafting of Dirt and Reproach 
the Face of that Glory which is above; it would give People ca 
to think the ſtate of Saints in Heaven is no better than their ( 
here ; nay, that it is not altogether fo good; and of this our Apc 
would by no means be guilty.Content to depart! yes,that I am,and 
abundantly ſatisfied about it, that I do deſire it. I long to have 
Summons, Oh! when will that day come that will cloſe mine E 


boſome of Abrabam ! I was once in Paradiſe in the third Heaven, 
what I ſaw, did ſo delight me, that 1 long to be there again, tt 
fixed there , and there to take up my eternal abodes when, 
when will it be that my Father will ſend for me home, 7iy- 40v 
Toy. I bave an ardent and flaming deſire to depart. 1 ſtand y 
"1 iptoes, and am reaching out unto that ſtate. Never did Bc 
School more long to break up, and goto his Mother, than I do ti 
to my God and Saviour, Never did Bride or Bridegroom more 


barely to deſire;for ſimply to defireqmay amount to no more than t! 
a ſudden Mot 67, a tranſient Flaſh, a momentary Paſſion, which 
Fons's Gourd, ſtarts up on a ſudden, and doth as quickly ya 
Whereas, when the Apoſtle ſaith, Having 4 deſire, he doth plal 


- intimate to us, both the vehemency and permanency of the thi h 
that his Soul ſtood that way, it was immovably ſet for a Departt tne 
His deſire was ſuch, as had a great ſtrength and' ardour in it, 8” 


which would laſt, and not abate any thing until it waFaccompliſt 
I defire to depart, and ſhall go on to deſire it, until that wiſht 
day comes, in which I ſhall aQtually go till my Sout be ſer at liber 
and upon its flight under the heayenly Convoy, to that bliſsfulp 
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ſervable iu the Text. We now come to the third, which there in- . 
d obtains the ficlt place, viz. 6 
he frat in which at this time our Apoſtle found himſelf, oviqe- 
is Js No. 1 am in a ftrait betwixt two. The word, according to 
Criticks, ſignifieth ſuch a ſtraitning as is that of a City, when it is 
ſely beſieged by a ſtrong and vigilant Enemy ; ſo that there is no 
ting out, nor coming in; ſuch a perplexity of mind as that a man 
tan utter loſs, not knowing what to do, nor which way to turn 
3; This was Payi's caſe, unto this loſs was he brought: He had two 
gs before him, one of which mult of neceſſity be, but which of 
m, conſidering his Circumſtances, he ſhould make choice of, he 
I not know. He was in a kind of efqwilibrinm, the Scales did hang 
p, and he could not tell to which ſide he ſhould incline. 
Deſt. But here it may b2 asked, How came this topaſs > What ac- 
unt is to be given hereof? Or what was it that did thus puzzle the 
oſtle,and reduce him to ſo great a ſirait ? Unto this I ſhall anſwer, 
ſt, Negatively 3 and then Affirmatively. Firſt, Negatively, and | 
tin theſe three things, | 
Firſt, Paul was not brought into a ſtrait by the fore-thought of thoſe 
in; and Agonies which dying Perſons feel, thoſe great difficulties there 
in ſhooting the Gulf, Ic is very hard and tediops for ſome to un- 
$ in the Evening of their day, the Garment of Fleſh goeth hardly 
The pangs of Death are many and great in ſome poor Creatures. 
$ true, itisnot ſo in ally there are thoſe to whom an eaſy and com- 
table paſſage is granted : there are no bonds in their death ; they paſs 
ough their day with a great dcal of comfort, and at night are 
dught to bed with a great deal of caſe; they have not any violent 
rows, nor ſtrong Conyulſions, nor mighty Wreſtlings, but they 
away in a Sleep, and ſweetly breathe out their precious and pres 
d Souls into the Arms of God, the Boſoin of Jeſus, that Bed of 
ces, and pleaſant wemnp. Lorne Bur it isnot thus in al}, na, no, 
to ſome, yea, to many,death comes like its ſelf, a King of Terrors, 
a moſt grim and ghaſtly countenance, handling them roughly, 
the great affliction of the Relations, who are forced to with= 
aw, as unable to bear ſo diſmal a ſight ; and to the aſtoniſhment of 
ſtanders, who cannot give the Narrative of it unto others, with- 
t mingling it with Sighsand Tears, How hard a matter do ſome 
or Creatures find it tro dye ? Fain they would, but cannot: How 
g are they about the - work, before they can diſpatch and finiſh 


How many a Sigh is fetchr, and Groan is ſpent, before they can 
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' ſend forth the laſt breath? Specially they find it difficult to d ye, 
" Word of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus , which they hold, 


| Rage and Fury, being put to the moſt exquiſite Tortures that 
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- there, he would fear no ev1). 
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are called out to ſuffer Martyrdom; thoſe who are ſlain for 
have felt the very worſt that Death could do, the utmoſt of 


Wit and Malice of inraged Enemies, aſſiſted by Hell its ſelf, c 
poſſibly invent, Some being put upon the Rack, where all their By 
bave been diſlocated z and others upon the Whee!, where all th 
Bones have been broken ; and others made a Burnt-Sacrifice, be 
committed to the fury of mercileſs Flames, and gradually conſun 


could not have born with that invincible Patience which they expt 
had they not been ſupported by the Divine Power, and had preci 
Cordials given them by the Inviſible and Gracious Hand. of the 
Comtiorter, which our dear Lord Jeſus promiſed to ſend his Chi 
and People, that he might be with them and who being a Spirit 
Wiſdom and Love, will not fail to afford them the moſt Sovere 
refr<ſhings, in the time of their moſt preſſing neceſſities. But th 
dying agonies did not move Paul; we do not find, him conc 
about them : As he made it his great deſire to live as God we 
have him, holily, exemplarily and fruicfully, fighting the good fi 
and keeping the Faith z fo he was free to dye as God would! 
him. That God who did order and cut out the work of his 
ſhould chuſe the kind and manner of his Death, I have indeed he 
ſome truly Gracious Perſons fay, They. were not afraid to be 
becauſe ſure of an Eternal T—_—_ in the other world g hay 
their Evidences for Heaven fo fairly written, tht they could t 
and-read them z, but for all that, they were afraid ro dye, becau 
the difficulty of the paſſige: So was not Paw; for he did not 
doubt of his Care and Goodneſs, who having loved his own, 
them to the end, and in jt too, He did not in the lcaſt queſtion, 
' the ſame God-who was with him in the Work of his Miniſtry, and 
the way he did take, would never leave him nor forſake him, 
be alſo with him in the valley of the ſhadow of death; and therefore 


| 
- 


Secondly, Paul was not in any ſtrait wpon the account of any int 
tainty about his future State, not knowing what would brcome of 
or where his lines would be caſt next, or whither he ſhould go all 
Death, He was a wiſer man than not to fecore ( as the Proverbil 
the main Chaygce z, and I heartily wiſh there were more of =_ ſ 
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(dom to be :fonud among the Children of Men 3 and- tht they 
for Wuld live leſs for time, and/more .for Eternity. | :As:for mine own 
14, oe} it 150 me no--matrer '6f -wander.that. ſame wicked meare ' 
ſt of Maid ro dye ; I rather wonder, that any of theiware riog: ': Suctras 
re lived all their: days ina. total Neglect: of 'God, [and Diſobedi- 
eto his known Law, and the commiſſion'of Sin with greedineſs; 
whom there 1s-lefc nothing, but a fearful expectation:of Fiery 


Ye, 


ph AWignation,: that ſhall devour them : | they are many: of them ſelf. 
 bademned, and what can they look for but a like" ſentence from the 
nſun@rcam Judge ? if conſcience.within caſt them as a company of Per- 
Nats worthy of Death, and fit Fuel for the burning , they may well 
exptt aElude the ſame from him who is greater than Conſcience, and 
rrecifiÞPreth all things: Nor do I think it ſtrange, that ſome goed men 


WW unwilling to die, thoſe I mean who are clouded and benighted, 
Chif@ io the Dark about their ſpiritoal State, know not what to make 
themſelves, but want their evidences for Heaven-and Glory eji- 


Ls r never knew they had any, or now they are'ſo blur'd and blot- 
at they.cannot read them 4 they dare-not go toGod as their Fa- 
ncer7; nor look to, and lay hold on Jeſas as onethat loyed them, and 
1 wal bimſclf for them, and waſhed them in his/Blood z -they are nor 


to fix the Anchor of their hope within the vail. How can-he be 
1d jWivg to go, that knows not whither he goes? 'Such do underſtand 
thing of Heaven and Hell, and conſider what it is to lie in the bo- 
d he of Abraham, and what in a Bed of Flames; what to be ſatisfi'd 
Wh the love of God, and what to be tormented with the divine Fu- 
avis what to ſing Allelujah with Saints, and what'to roar with De- 
, They conſider the length of Eternity, what it is to enter into 
immutable State, and they cannot poſlibly be reconcil'd to Death, 
they know it wit] do them a kindneſs; they cannot be willing to 
with it, till they know it will carry them to a comfortable place 
on, WRclſt and Happineſs. Would you be delivered from the fear of 
";F&ath ? Would you be able to bid it welcome, and Triumph over 
Then clear up your Evidences,that you are turned from Darknefs 
Light, and from the power of Satan to God; and that having 
n indeed born of the Spirir, and made Partakers of Grace, you 
y in likewiſe the Heirs of Glory; for they muſt of neceſſity be in a 
of hiE29ful agony of Soul, who ſee and feel they muſt die, their Fleſh 
alumes, and their Strength fails, -and they have much ado to fetch 


ir Breath ;, they muſt die, that Deſeaſe will carry them off, bur 
at ieb< fame time chey conclude, at leaſt, greatly. fear they ſhall be 
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damryi'd, as well as die, and go down notonly into the Grave, Wt h 
into the bottomleſs Pic, from which there is no Redemption, * Wie: 
; 'Bur this-was none of Paut's:caſe:: He had been wiſer for hime i 
-and-God had been better to: him:than'tbat his-great concern. ſhi 
be ſouncertain. He knew that ſince to him ts l5ve had been ChrifMhe) 
die would be gain, this he had told the Philippians but a little beiiie | 
he did in the Text mention this his ſtrait. He alſo tells us in-2 Coy, 
That be knew that 5f our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle were difſull Þ 
we have. a building of God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal ind ' 
Heavens, He ſhould change a ſorry Cottage: for a Glorious Palr | 
- 'Andihe alſo knew, 2 Tim. 4. 7,8. Toat having fought a good firhtiſtec 
finiſhed bis courſe, and kept the faith, there was laid up for him a (i (1 
of righteouſneſs, which he was ſure God the righteous FTudg would gn 
at that dey. All was ſafe, and he was ſure, knowing whom he t 
believed; and that he was able to:keep that which he had commit! 
to him. And:Oh that all that read this Sermon would be perf | 
to beſtow their care and pains this way ;, give all diligence toi ! 
your Calling and EleQtion ſure, and by your preſent faith and 
neſs, your humble, cloſe and exemplary walking, ſo order thingWpd! 
that the teſtimony of your Conſciences may be the matter 0 
preſent rejoycing, and when you come to die you may be at noe 
about it,” but ready at a call, counting the day of your death bid! 
than the day of your birth, and ſo going with g'adneſs out of hi 
world, into which you came crying. 
Thirdly, Paul was not brought into this ſtrait by any jealouſir ff di 
ſpicion that he ſhould loſe by the change, and be a' ſufferer by his delir- 
cure from-:hence. He had no ſuch thoughts as theſc, that ic wiſe! 
make more for his intereſt to continue where he was z or that tt 
-move which he was to make at death,would be to a more uncot 
table place; he had felt the burden ot ſin, and met with the uak 
neſs of the world, and had a great deal of hard uſage. He k 
that at death he ſhould go not out of an Egypr into a Wildernel t 
out of -an howling Wilderneſs, and from among beaſts of prey iniWc 
Canaan flowing with what is inconceivably better than milk andWar 
ney. Death indeed will be to the detriment and prejutice of allhi 
/ wicked of the world, profligate and profane wretches, unſoundWw: 
rotten hypocrites, liteleſs formaliſts, who having a form of gon 
neſs deny. the power thereof; lt js highly deficable for them ro Wi 
tinuc here ; becauſe whenſoevyer they dic, dying what now they 1 
they are wtterly wndone, Many of them now have high places, 
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t honour, and plentifut eſtates, they are the worlds darlings, 
iled upon her knee : but when once they die, they loſe al: they 
e it behind, and carry nothing with them but bn and guilt. Death 
1 it comes, ſtrips rhem to the skis 3-a$ they came intothe world, 
ey muſt go out naked 3 and there will be no merciful compaſli- 
e hand found to clothe them-in the next. Here the rich Glutton 
deliciouſly every day, and had doubtleſs his bottles of wine, It 
be his Healths and H1zza's toog but in the! nexe World, be 
| not by all his intreaties obtain of Father \ Abraham one drop of 
r for the cooling of his tongue, though he was grievouſly Tor- 
ed in Flames. But though wicked men loſe at by dying, Paul 
ſure he ſhould loſe nothing z for he had told us before, that to 
to dye was gain; no lots at all, but great gain; it was a very 
| bargain he ſhould make ; 2nd in the Text he tells us, that to. 
ith Chriſt is far better 3 this he knew, he was ſure of it, he had 
e leaft doubt inthe caſe ; he was ſare he could leavenothing ſo 
| behind him, but that he ſaw thoſe things before'him that were 
: What loſs was it to Elijah to drop his Mantle, as he'was 
ding and mounting toH:aven? Where he ſhould at his ficſt en= 
e be cloathed with a Robe of Glory : God dotlt þy Converting 
call his Ele&t and choſen people owr of che world, ſo that the 
d knows them not,owns'them nor, but hates and perfecutes them, 
hey loſe nothing by ir, for then he calls them onr of darkneſs in- 
marvellous light;then he calls them unto by Kingdom and Glory. 
doth at death call them to com? up ro another place, come up 
. Heſends for them from all their heloyed Friends and Relati- 
re, from all:their comfortable poſſc(fions and enjoyments, fo 
theſe places-ſhall know them no more; but then he calls them 
the Church militant, where they are often put upon hard ſervice, 
bave their conflicts and wounds, to the Church Triumphant, where 
ſhall bave their Palms, and Thrones, and Songs of Praiſe. He 
them from waiting at the Poſts of his door, and ſitting at his 
hold, toa lying in the Boſome of his Everlaſting Love : So that 
an in none of theſe things find what we are enquiring after, viz. 
hing which had put thisHoly man into a (trait: What then was it? 
wer, 
durthly, and Affirmatively, thus, The Apoſtle had two things be. 
him, two Intereſts in his eye z and for eacn of 'them there” were 
ſtrong:and weighty Arguments; by means of which, he was 
a Needle between two Load Stones, and by them drawn ficft 
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one way, and-then another : ſo that as he bad ſaid in the forep 


_ Joſs, not well knowing to which ſide he ſhould incline, whi 


- not more naturally carry it upward, than a principle of | 


' an humble and holy willingneſs to continue yet losger-hege : 


A. Funeral 's Sermon; 
Verſe, Which of ,them be - ſhould.chuſe, he wot not. if you ask, 
theſe two: things were, you will calily naderſtand by conſulting 
context, take at thus : One thing was Dying, ' and thereupon a g 
ro Chrift, and being, with hin, which he knew would be g as» to 
the other; was an abiding here, and continuing yet longer in 
Fleſh to attend upon his Office as an Apoſile and Servant of 
Chriſt, and to engage yet further in the work of the Goſpel ; y 
he knew wopld through a concurrence of. the Divine Spirit and 
ſing turn 20-+be gaingnd advantage of the Church, by bringing in 
that were without, to the acceptance and ob:dience of Faith; 
alſo by ſtrengthoings comforting, eſtabliſhing and building y 
higher in., Kaowledge and Grace, thoſe that 'had been al 
brought in.  Now:theſe two things, the Apoſtle doth accordin 
the Wiſdom and; Grace given 'him of God, compare togerhe 
one Scale of, the Balance he taid his own Gaia and particnlar At 
tage, which, would. be. the infallible:and unmediate conſequer 
his-Death : In the other Scale of the Balance, he laid the 
gain, which he rationally concluded wogld. be the deſitable and 
py effect of bis Life: and Miniſterial Labours ;. and in his jud 
the. Scales did hang. even, fo even, that if a liberty, of Ele 
Choice ſhould by God be granted to- him, he ſhould bear a very 


theſe two he ſhould chuſe, And thus, gooaman, he was as a | 
preſt and ſtraitned between two thipgs, and two affeftions c 
ry the one to the other ; Namely, a deſire of being preſent wi 
Lord, though abſent from the Brethren ; and a deſire of bei 
ſeat with the Brethren,and helpſul to'them; though in order the 
to, he muſt conſent to a being for a time abſent from the Lord 
this caſe he ſcarce knew what to do: That ardent and in 
Loye which he did bear unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, would j 
upon chuſing and deſiring a departure hence; for where the c 
is, there would the Eagles be:: and where Chriſt is, there we 
Chriſtian be : That principle of levity which is in the ſpark, 


Grace in the heart of a Believer doth catry him out in earneſt d 
and longings to be with Chriſt: But then again, That ſincer 
very great Love which he had to the Brethren, did produce i 


deſirous todye; that he might enjoy Chriſt; but he had learned 
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himſelf for the ſake of the Brethren, Theſe two things had 


_ "cb weight and worth in rhemlelves, and ſuch an influcace and pows- 
hi upon him,that he was divided in himſelf, and knew not well upon 
n a ob ich be ſhould fix his choice : Upon the conſideration hereof,l find 
is Learned Zanchy breaking out into this pathetical and admiring 
_ clamation,O cor vere Apoſtolacum,gn quo & Dei & proxims perfeita vis 
* of 1 4lefio: © Heart truly Apoſtolical, worthy of ſo excellent a 
1]: ofint, ſo great a man as Paul, highly becoming fo eminent an 
wn. 48 ficer, as an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, in which there was ſuch a 
in F< 42d vchement Flame, both to God and to his Neighbour ! 
2ith; We was indeed the Spirit of a Saints here was a Chriſtian in his 
vg "W:2uty and Glory ; here was Love doing its perfe@t work, both 
n al 0d Chriſt and to his Intereſt 3 toward hicſt the Perſon of Chriſt, 
or di” it longs to embrace and enjoy ; ang towards the ple 


Chriſt, whom it is alſo free to ſerve. Thus have I done with the 
ird and laſt thing in the Text, viz. the Strait in which Pal was, 
que! d how he came to be brought intoit; wherein there 1s an evident 
| ſcovery of the excellency and noblenels of this great man's Spirit : 
it he was inlarged and ſet at liberty again, as you find in the two 
Werſes immediately fcllowing the Text, IVevertheleſs to abide in the 
lect? 11 more needful for youy and having confidence, 1 know that I ſhall 
ide and continue with you all, for your furtherance and joy of Fauth ; 


w at your rejoycing may be more abundant in Jeſus Chriſt for me, by my 
s 2 p89” g to you again. T his he knew would be, and ſo long as it was 
ns cole the Glory of God and their good, he was very well pleaſed : 

ne requeſt indeed he had to make to them, that while he continued 


nong -them, he might live comfortably among them ; that they 
ould not be his Grief, but Joy, while they preCctice what he 
| ordWeached, and lived up tothe Myſteries he revea?d, and thole ex- 
1 indF//<0t Rules he laid down, Verſe 27. Only let your converſation 
1d poli} 45 ir becomerh the Goſpel of Chriſt. Thus have | with all ghe conveni- 
he cat ſpeed I could make, run through thole things which are con- 
wodWined in this Scripture, and endeavoured in an expolicory way to 
ark, W'plain and open them to you. The only thing witch according” 
d promiſe at our entrance into tliis Dijcourlz, doth remain further 
oft a be done, is to draw up fome Dodtrinal conclulions from the 
inced8 110le, - and preſet them to you, whici | ſhall with God's Affiltance 
ice iaF0, and in few words dilpatch every one of them, leaving you to 
T large upon then! in your own Meditations, and commending both 
nedgWem and you to the Divine Blilkag for improvement. 

E, Firſt, 
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Firſt,obſerye from theſe words,thet Death 5s a departure,or going fro: 


long as that others are weary of you, and poſlibly you are weary 
the World, but you will not be here always ; there is a day comir 
which will be your laſt day here, and there js not one of you can te 
when that day ſhall come, In the Morning the Sun aroſe upon 
dom, in all his Beauty and Splendor ; but before Night the Ci 
with all irs Inhabitants were made a Sacrifice to revenging- Juſtic 
2nd burnt to Aſhes. How many Young ones are taken from us on 
fudden in their beauty and ſtrength, when their bones are full 
Marrow, and their breaſts of Milk; and inthat Providence Ged dot 
ſpeak to you that furvive, and gives you fair. warning 
yon had need be ferious while you are Young, for you n 
die white you are Young; there is great Reaſon why y 
ſhould hetimes be weaned from the world, from the ſins, vaniti 
and follies of it, from the comforts and deliglits of ir; for it m 
be you ſhall leave the World while you are Young. Oh that ſx 
thoughts as theſe may be repeated, and frequently- return upon « 
minds,and make due impreſſions; ſince you muſt be gone fron hen 
ſet not your hearts vpon any of thoſe things which are here z thou 
they ſeem never ſo admirable, and you have found them never fo 
lightfal, yet nſe them and love them as becomes them that are Þ 
grims and Strangers. Often think of leaving all, and ſo ſit loc 
from alt. While you have tneſe things in your hands, keep them « 
of your hearts, and provide for your departure : He that mult g 
and that at a minutes notice, and cannot tel] when that will be, 
is undone if hc be unfit, had need loſe no time, but ſpeed his 
paration as much as he can: It isthe great Command and moſt Gt 
cious Council of our deareſt Lord, Be ye ready. Let other thit 
alone, take no thought what ye ſhall Eat and Drink, or wherewi 
ye ſhall be Cloathed; beſtow your thoughts, and care, and pat 
about this, that ye may be ready, fit to dye, and fit to appear | 
+ | fore your Judge: For any thing that you or I can tell, we may / 
| gi! ' preſently, for the number of our Months is with God, not with! 
28! our Breath is in our Noſtrils, and it may be ſtopt in a Moment : 

every one therefore ſet their houſes in order, and let all labour 
to ſet their hearts in order, as that though we ſhould dye preſent 
yet we may dye preparedly, and goto our Grave as a ſhock of Ct 
inits ſeaſon: It is no matter at all how quickly any of us dyes, | 
of what diſeaſe, nor in what manner, 1o that we be but fir to / 

he that is prepared to dye, may very well be free to dye. 
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Secondly, When Gracious andHoly Souls go from hence, they go ta 
Chriſt : 1t was the joy of our Deareſt Lord, when he had the pro- 
ſpect of his nearly approaching Death, that ha could ſay, Fob. 19.11, 
Moly Father, now 1 am no more in the world, but theſe are in the world, 
and 1 come unto thee. 1 muſt leave the World ; and I mult leave theſe 
IPON "0 too, but | come unto thee : So it may well be a matter of joy to a 
he Cit Godly man or woman, when the day of their departure is at hand ; 
Juli when they muſt ſay, I ſhall be no more in the World, my dear Re- 
us 08S lations and Friends I. ſhall be no more with you; we have ſo many 
e fulloWMycars lived comfortably together, and in the Fear of God, 
od doll 2nd now we muſt part ; yet alittle while, and ye ſhall ſee my face no 
Arnie more; and then they can ſay, Now my deareſt 7eſw I come to thee. 
oY OE Alas! When Graceleſs and Wicked Wretches goout ofthe World, 
hy 1 they go to a company of ugly Devils and Damned Spirits z they had 
Vanit2 communion with Devils here, and that cut of choice, and they ſhall 
have a communion with them hereafter whether they will or no. But 
at (us for you, O Saints, be glad and rejoyce ; you at Death ſhalljgo to 
Pon och iſt; and let the conſideration hereof promote your care of doing 
| hen your preſent Duty : Now labour for as great and intimate acquaint- 
thou :nce with him as you can poſſibly get z now let your hearts work 
r ſo 08-14 run out to him with the ſtrongelt vigour of an intire affetion ; 
re id him moſt heartily welcome, and uſe him with utmoſt kindneſs 
it 100 henfoever he comes to you ; when he doth by his Spirit at a Dyty, 
at an Ocdinance, or any other time give you a Gracious viſit, be 
ſure to make much of him, and rejoyce in him, and be his joy, and 
then you may delight your ſelves in this aſſurance, that when 
Vs "i yougo to him, he will bid you welcome, and to all Eternity rejoyce 
over you, as the Btidegroom rejoyceth over his Bride. 

Thiraly, A being with Chriſt in Heaven, is the beſt of Feings. This is 
the top of the Saints perfermentzthis the higheſt round in the Scale of 
the Creatures happineſs;there is no imaginable life to be compared to 
a Life unto Chriſt in this World, and a Liſe with Chriſt in the world tv 
come ; there 1s no Company like unto his Company, no Preſence 
that hath in it ſuch a fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſures for evermore,as are 
to be meth wit in his Preſence, and his Father*s, and Spirit's ; It is 
good to be with Saints, very good to [it under Ordinances, but it is 
beſt of all ro be with Chriſt inGlory. When our Lord Feſiwu was 
transſigured upon Mount Tabor, 2nd had there with him Adaſes 
and Elias, with three of his Diſciples, Peter ina Tranſport crycd 
Out It is good, Lord, tobe here: But how good foeyer it was to be 
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there, it is unſpeakably better to be with Chriſt now that he is gleliſÞth » 
rified, and in Heaven, where he hath with him an innumerable conf{hall 
pany of Angels, the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-be or! 
As I faid before, ſo 1 ſay again , Call to mind all the Comforts thi 19: 
this world is capable of affording you, and let there be the fulle{Mci | 
confluence of thems ſuppoſe that every itep you take ſhould be upofWurt 
Roſes, and every meal youſit at, ſhould be a Splendid Royal Feat) | 
made up of the Choiceſt Dainties, a Compoſition of Delights : Sy 
poſe all the days you live ſhould be Halcyon, and every night youllWs* © 
ſleep ſhould be ſweet to you 3 and each moraing as ſoon as you awaifW"r | 
you ſhould he entertained with glad tidings of great joy; yet 
theſe things put together, would not make up a life by the thouſana Wo! 
part ſo ſweet, as is alife with Chriſt, The S-ſhine of the Creatur 
is nothing to the Shadow of a Saviour ; What then are his Beams 
What his Glory ? Paultells you; It is far better : And upon this iis ” 
follows, That | | 
Fourthly, Death i deſirable ;, not indecd for its ſelf, becauſe it is ths" 
fruit of Sin, and a part of the Curſe z but upon the account of Mi 
Conſequences : As Phyſick is not at all deſirable for its ſelf, being hieiſ®" 
ter and unpleaſant, yet it is deſirable for the ſake of that Health an "" 
Eaſe, which through the Bleſſing of God it doth produce in the P diſh 
tient that takes it. Death hath but a bad look, a grim countenance 1 
but yet it comes upon a good Errands it hath the hands of Eſau, 
which are very rough, but its voice is the voice of Facob, ſpeaking: 
Peace and Comfort to a Child of God. You ſee here in the Text Mt 
that Pay! deſir'd it ; and be very well underſtood himſelf; he knew 2 
there was ſufficient, yea, abundant reaſon for his doing (o. Ir muſt be ſt 
acknowledged, That Death was at firſt threatned as a Curſe, and * 
fince the Fall it hath bcen inflicted as the Puniſhment of Sin. But Go gt 
for the great Love wherewith he loves his People ; and for the ſake J 
of his Son our dear Lord-Jeſus, hath as to them turned that Curſe in" 
to a Bleſſing. That which was apart of the Curſe, is now the high FA 
. way to all Bleſſ:Unc{s, as matrers do now ſtand; mor to dye would bel © 
a loſs, a prejudice to the Saints, Fob 7. 16. Tloath it, I would not link 
alway ; if I might 1 would not, s. e. here in this world ; lt is a very." 
great aggravation of the miſery of the Damned in Hel}, that they can-M 
not dye, death flees from them ; tho they deſire it and ſeek it, and p 
earneſtly call after it, yet it will not come, nay it cannot 3 The hope G 
of Annihiiation would be grateful and pleaſant to them ; fain they IM” 
would not be, but be they muſt whether they will or no. Bu MW 
Death 
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th will come to a Child of God would he not live always ? then 
all uot. Only to him Death comes'in the fitteſt ſeaſon, not till 
ork be done, and he be ripe for Glory ; he gocth to his Graye 
heck of Corn in its ſeaſon. If Spiritual Death be taken away, 
ca ſeparates between the Soul and God, Natural Death can do 
urt, tho it doth for a time ſeparate between the Soul and the 
y. Now from this Truth, two things do neceſſarily follow. 
irſt, That W#eath ts not to be feared by a Believer : Taert areother 
gsenough which are the proper ObjeCts of our Fear; and it would 
ur folly not to fear them : Of theſe things, Sin z5 one: Do notli- 
to its voice, nor comply with its motions, nor ſet your hand to 
zork;though it come with the moſt tempting ſmiles,and alluring 
ms, ſtand at a diſtance from it, and bid defiance to it z, for its 
is more bitter than wormwood. God ts another, Jer. 10. 7. Who 
Id not fear thee, O King of Nations, for to thee it doth appertain? It 
art of that natural worſhip which is due to him; fear him as 
dren a Father ; rejoyce at the remembrance of his Holineſs,and 
the Lord and his Goodneſs ; fear to break his Commands, and 
buſe his mercies, and thereby provoke him to withdraw from 
his aſſiſtances and comforts, and to ſet upon you the marks of 
diſpleaſure. Tour own hearts are another ;} if he that truſts in his 
heart be a fool, then to bz afraid of our ſelves, and of our own 
ts is a ſpecial piece of wiſdom. As the heart of man is knotty 
rabbed, ſo it is treacherous, deceitful above all things,and de- 
ately wicked therefore let us watch our hearts, and be jealous 
our ſelves with a godly je1louſie. But be not afraid to dye. A 
ſtian ought to be at God's ordering. Be willing to live as long as 
will have you, though it bz an afflitive and rroubleſome life, 
gh it be a ſickly and painful life, though it be a mean aad poor 
Job could ſay upon his Dunghill, in the midit of outward and 
[rd anguiſh, Fob 14.14. Al the days of my appointed time, I will 
till my change ſhall com:. Walt with patience live out of a prin. 
of obedience to God), and then be willing to die whea God will 
you. Death hath loſt irs ſting, and now you may play with it. 
reconciled, and tbereforc will not he unkiad, nor do you a mil- 
f, It is your Father's ſervant, and therefore cannot go b2yaond his 
miſſion; the Scripture cells you, 1 Cor. 5. 21,22. Dzath 8s yours, 
UH as life, It is a part of your intereſt. You owe a great deal to 
h, as it puts an end co all your fins and forrow's, and asit isa pal- 
, though a dark one, to Heaven and Glory. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Death. of thoſe who died in the Lord, us not upon 
account te be bewailcd by thoſe their near and dear Relations that ſup 
them. Indeed, asit is a loſs to the Family and Friends, and to 
Nation, and to that part of the Church which is here, a ſenſe 


and a ſorrow for it is to be allowed them , and commende( 
them ; for it is no other than their duty, ltis a ſign of a, bad he 


and of approaching evil, when che righteous periſh, and no man 
:t to heart, Iſa. 57. 1. Only that Sorrow is to be kept under 
mand, and within thoſe bounds that Religion and right Reaſon 
ſet it. Tho over their Graves we may drop our Tears, we my 
drown our ſelves. But the more deeply ſenſible we are of our lo; 
more careful and diligent we ovugl:tto be, about the improving 
making 'it up. Have we loſt much of the Creature? then let us1: 
to get ſo much the more of God and Feſus Chriſt? There is not 
loſs here below, that we can meet with, but if we will be four 
the way of our duty, it may, yea, for certain it ſhall be rep 
and made up to us. But the Death of Holy, Gracious Perſons, i 
to be bewailed upon their account : T hey ſtand in noneed of a 
our Sighs or Tears: Their caſe doth not call for it, Tho they di 
their Strength and Prime, in their Youth, or in their conſiſtent 
yet they did not dyetoo ſoon. They liv'd as long as God would 
them, and that was long enough. They do not dye roo ſoon, whon 
they dye go to Chriſt. Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the dead that 
the Lord, They are not miſerable then, but happy, yea, more h 
than ever they were before. When thou thinkeit, My Relations: 4 
follow that thought with this, 14 Relation i bleſſed, Now ſhel 
indeed ; now ſhe is happy indeed. Thelife ſhe had here, 
not deſerve the name of alite, if compared with that life whi| 
now hath with Chriſt. 

Fifthly, A truly, yea, an eminently Gracious Perſon may be in 4 
about dying-work. When David was almoſt conſumed with thet 
of God's hand, He prayed, O ſpare me, that I may recover ſbri 
before ] go hence, and be ſeen no more, Plal. 39. 13, When He 
was commanded by the Prophet from the Lord, To ſet his boy 
order, for he ſhould dye and not live ;, he turt.ed his face to the wall, 
prayed and wept ſore, Ia. 38. 1. &c, Paul here was in a ſtrait 
that proceeded from a more noble Cauſe, than that of many, 
was brought into it by the dear loye he bare to Chrift and the 
But how many are brought into jt by a fond and fooliſh loyeto 
world ; They could be willing to go to Chriſt, were they not 
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leave their Earthly Comforts, Relations and Poſſeſſionsg, They 
uld live to ſee their Children grown up, well diſpoſed of, and pro- 
ed for in the world 3 but they may live to ſee them their Sorrow 
1 Shame, their Vexation and Torment. Others are ina ſtrait, and 
aid to dye, becaule they do not know whither they ſhall go when 
y dye; they want aſſurance of the Love of God, and their own 
al Salyation; for which want, they may poſlibly thank theic 
a ſupine careleſsneſs and negleCt, not having given, as they ought, 
igence, yea, all diligence to make their Calling and Elettion ſure. 
hers are 1A a ſtrait, by reaſon of thole ſevere Rebukes and Wounds 
ich they receive from their own Conſciences : They have been off 
dm their watch, and Temptations from Saran or the world have 
ke in upon them, and maſtered them g and their own Corruptions 
e prevailed againſt them ; and their Conlciences, inſtead of being 
ect Comforters, prove their dreadful Tormentors ; by means where- 
they, poor Creatures, know not how to look Gold in the face; 
d ſothey know not how to look Deathin the face: And indeed is 
not but be very ſad and diſmal with any one who is in this condi- 
n, and at the ſame time thinks in good earneſt, that his death is 
band : Therefore let it be your work by utmoſt diligence and con- 
nt care of holy walking with Cod, to prevent ſuch ſtraits as theſe 
t weaned hearts; fit looſe from the world ; do your duty; keep 
ur ſelves unſpotted 3 commit your all to God; clear up your Evi- 
nces ; make up your Accounts; and get all things ſet in order, 
at when you come to dye, you may have nothing elſe todo, 
Sixthly, The Intereſt of Chriſt and his Church ſhould be preferr'd be= 
e our own particular Intereſt : Thus John the Baptiſt did, when ſome 
his Diſciples told him, He ro whom thox bareſt witneſs, baptizeth, and 
men come to him: They thought their Maſter's Glory would be 
reby eclipſed : Obſerve now his Aaſwer thereunto, Fohn 3. 
1 30. The friend of the Bridegroom, which ſtandeth and heareth him, 
piceth greatly b:cauſe of the bridegroom's voice ; this my joy therefore 1s 
[filed 5 be muſt increaſe, but I decreaſe. | hcy could not bring him 
ter and moze welcom news. Our Apoſtle here judged his abiding 
the fleſh was more necdtv] for the S1ints, in order to their ſurthe- 
nce in the way to Heaven, and the increaſing of their Joy of 
ith, and thence concluded, he ſhould abide and coitinue with 
em, and was, upon mature deliberation, free to do fo. lt ought to 
ſo with us. We. ſhould be willing to be kept our cf our Reſt, fo 
bg 28 we have any more work todo for God, \\e [ſhould be content 
0. 
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to ſtay for our future Reward, fo long az -we may he farther ſcrugt 
in the world. And indeed it is richly, worth a Believers while to 
here until he bath diſpatch'd all that for, which he was ſent hit 
and not to have Death put is its ſickle to reap him before he bet 
rough ripe. You have a great deal of Reaſon to long for Hez 
becauſe of the Company, Happunels, and Glory, which are ther 
be enjoyed z and becauſe of that noytom body of Death, whichy 
you carry about with you z and becauſe of the Temptations, ! 
ions, and various Troubles you mect with here. Yet be not i» 
ent; but all the days of your appointed time, do you as Fob ( 
wait fill your change ſhall come : You will loſe nothing by ſta 
God's time s which is in all things the be{t, The greater Service 
do ſor him either in an ative or paſſive way, the more weig 
ſhall your Crown be. 
Laſtly, Whenſoever, and about whatſoever it 11 that we are brought 
a ſtrait, it is our wiſeſt way to commit the buſineſs to God, and leave th 
termination unto him. When the Scales do hang even in our Judgmt 
let God, before whom all things are naked and open, have the mw 
of them. It is ſaid of . Moſes, Deut. 34. 5. That he aved according v 
word of the Lord ;, at the Mouth of the Lox; ſoicisin the Hel 
Some readit, The Lord commanding hinz.*: My J Aunotation:' 
derit, by the Ordinaxce of the Lord, or at thi* Appoinwrment of 
Ic is not fit that we ſhould have the prolonging or contratting oft 
Lives in our own hands ; that Power is belt and {aſe(lt in the tar 
that God whoſe right it is. The Church ſaid, He ſhonld chuſe tit 
heritance for them ;, Ict us alſo ſay, He ſhall chuſe tor us the tio 
our continnance here, and of our departure from hence. 1t we v 
to chuſe for cur ſelyes, very few, if any, would chuſe weil, but{ 
of ys would dye too ſoon, and others of us would live roo long, Lt 
therefore refer it toGod: While he is pleaſed to add to vur Gay, 
us conſcientiouſly mind our duty, living to the beſt purpoſe that 
can, and ſerving our Generation according tothe Will of God; 
then we may fatisfie our ſelves with this, T hat we ſhall be ſure 
in the beſt time» In a word, Let evcry one of us be willing to 
here, until God ſend for us : And. thcn che good Lord pur us | 
ſuch a frame, as that when we are ſent for, we may be willins to 
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